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times the river came out several times in one year, so they
straightened it. But the government didn"t pay for it,
cigarette tax didn"t pay for it. Nobody else came and paid for
it. The taxpayers who owned property...

SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: One minute.

SENATOR VRTISKA: .._that was on the side of thatwere the ones
that ended up paying for it. And maybe that"s what weshould go

back to, but probably we won"t. Did you say time? 1 think
that..._.1 guess what I"m— what I'm trying to say, and 1"m not
asking to go back to the way things were. But 1 do think that
the people who get the (greatest benefitarethe ones that ought
to provide at least the greatest amountof funding for these
kind of projects, because they are theones that feel that
they"re important, as they did when 1 talked about the
straightening of the river. And 1 got to tell you, in all
honesty, the drainage tax that my grandfather paid was far in
excess of what land tax was in that time. And it was a burden
for him, but— but it was important, and so they absorbed the
cost. That"s the way things were. They"ll never be that way
again, and we"re all glad for that. Thank you.

SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: Time. SenatorJones.

SENATOR JONES: Mr. President, members of the body, 1 just want
to stand up and talk a little bit about this, because | think
that Senator Janssen has got a good idea here that would get it
clear across the state and to help a lot of communities across
the state. And, 1 guess, the way his does is put $250,000 each
year into the Local Civic Culture and Convention Center
Financing Fund, which would...any community could use it that

way across the state. The reason 1 feel that way is because
cigarette tax comes from clear across the state, not just down
here. It...there"s a lot of cigarette tax comes from the

western part of the state. 1 realize that it"s clear across the
state, but...and there®s probably more collected down here, but
this would spread it across. | hadan amendmentearlier on this
bill that would put some of it outfor...for the waterquality,

so the NRDs could have it for water quality, and 1 think that"s
something that involves the whole state and also it"s a benefit
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